SESSIONS

1) International Organisations as Subject of Global History

In our first session we will pursue an introduction to the topic, which has largely been dominated by other disciplines than history. Akira Iriye’s book Global Community shall provide an overview on the subject. 

Reading:

Akira Iriye, Global Community. The Role of International Organizations in the Making of the Contemporary World. London 2002 (paperback 2004).

Klaas Dykmann, ‘Global History and International Organisations’ (draft), will be distributed later.

Suggested Readings:

Inis L. Claude Jr., Swords into Plowshares. The Problems and Progress of International Organization, New York (4th edition) 1971, pp. 21-80.

Dennis Dijkzeul/Yves Beigbeder (eds.), Rethinking International Organizations. Pathology & Promise. New York/Oxford 2003.

2) Political and Legal Approaches to International Organisations

The second session addresses the roles attributed to IOs (or, in the provided text, more specifically to the UN) from the perspective of theories of international relations. In addition, the Alvarez text provides an overview on different legal perspectives. We will try to find new historical approaches that differ from the traditional ones of political science or law.
Readings:
Michael Barnett/ Martha Finnemore, ‘Political Approaches’. In: Thomas G. Weiss/Sam Daws, (eds.), The Oxford Handbook on the United Nations. United Nations Association of the UK/United Nations Intellectual History Project, Ralph Bunche Institute for International Studies, The CUNY Graduate Center. Oxford University Press, Oxford/New York 2007, pp. 41-57.

José E. Alvarez, International Organizations as Law-makers, Oxford/New York 2005, pp. 1-57.

Suggested Readings:

Balakrishnan Rajagopal, International Law from Below. Development, Social Movements and Third World Resistance. Cambridge/New York 2003, (reprinted 2004).

Antony Anghie, Imperialism, Sovereignty and the Making of International Law, Cambridge 2004.

Martti Koskenniemi, The Gentle Civilizer of Nations: The Rise and Fall of International Law 1870-1960. Cambridge University Press 2002.

Michael N. Barnett/Martha Finnemore, ‘The Politics, Power and Pathologies of International Organizations’. International Organization, Vol. 53, No. 4 (Autumn 1999), pp. 699-732.

Mohammed Bedjaoui, Towards a new international economic order. UNESCO, New York/London 1979.

Volker Rittberger/Bernhard Zangl, International Organisations. Polity, Policy, and Politics. Houndsmills 2006.

Documents:
Covenant of the League of Nations (1919)

UN Charter (1945)

3) International Organisations as Norm-setting Bureaucracies
In the session on IOs as norm-setting bureaucracies the seminar shall discuss the impact of the very concept of the international civil service, international secretariats and the bureaucracy of IOs. Are these mostly designed after Western models and if so, what impact did this have? Have there been modifications, hybridisations throughout the decades? These questions are of interest if we assume that IOs as bureaucracies influence world politics by their norm-setting capacities.
Readings:

Myint-U, Thant/ Scott, Amy: The UN Secretariat: A Brief History (International Peace Academy, 2007), pp. 1-6.

Dirk Salomons, ‘Good Intentions to Naught. The Pathology of Human Resources Management at the United Nations’. In: Dennis Dijkzeul/Yves Beigbeder (eds.), Rethinking International Organizations. Pathology & Promise. New York/Oxford 2003, pp. 111-139.
Michael N. Barnett/Martha Finnemore, ‘International Organizations as Bureaucracies’. In: Barnett/Finnemore, Rules for the World. International Organizations in Global Politics. Ithaca (NY) 2004, pp. 16-44; 45-72.

Michael Ward, ‘Ideas and statistics: An introduction’. In: Michael Ward, Quantifying the World. UN Ideas and Statistics. United Nations Intellectual History Project, Bloomington (IN) 2004, pp. 23-62.

Suggested Readings:

Yves Beigbeder, Threats to the International Civil Service. London/New York 1988.

Thomas A. Loya/John Boli, ‘Standardization in the World Polity: Technical Rationality over Power’. In: John Boli/George M. Thomas (eds.), Constructing World Culture. International Nongovernmental Organizations since 1875. Stanford 1999, pp. 169-197.

José E. Alvarez, International Organizations as Law-makers, Oxford/New York 2005, pp. 217-257.

Thomas George Weiss, International Bureaucracy. An Analysis of the Operation of Functional and Global International Secretariats. Lexington (MA)/Toronto/London 1975.

4) The role of Non-Governmental Organisations and the “Three Dimensions” of IOs

The session on NGOs shall shed light on some important actors in the realm of IOs, which have even been described, together as other actors, in one of the texts as the “third” UN. How did the development from few NGOs to highly professionalised networks take place and what was the response of IOs?

Readings:

Thomas G. Weiss/ Tatiana Carayannis/ Richard Jolly, ‘The “Third” United Nations’ (to be published in Global Governance, 1/2009 – do not quote!!!)

Margaret Keck/Kathryn Sikkink, Activists Beyond Borders. Advocacy Networks in International Politics. Cornell University Press 1998, pp. 1-38.

Akira Iriye, ‚Internationalizing International History’. In: Thomas Bender (ed.), Rethinking American History in a Global Age. Berkeley/Los Angeles/London 2002, pp. 47-62.

Suggested Reading:

John Boli/George M. Thomas (eds.), Constructing World Culture. International Nongovernmental Organizations since 1875. Stanford 1999.

Margaret Keck/Kathryn Sikkink, Activists Beyond Borders. Advocacy Networks in International Politics. Cornell University Press 1998, pp. 39-78.

Akira Iriye, Global Community. The Role of International Organizations in the Making of the Contemporary World. London 2002 (paperback 2004).

5) Human Rights

Human rights is a controversial issue: The text by Normand and Zaidi will discuss the development of the idea at the League of Nations and particularly in the UN system, while Rajagopal’s postcolonial account is quite critical regarding the concept. Has the human rights concept been a tool of western powers to deradicalise social unrest in other world regions to maintain the status quo after decolonisation?

Readings:

Roger Normand/ Sarah Zaidi, Human Rights at the UN. Bloomington (IN) 2008, pp. 60-138.

Balakrishnan Rajagopal, International Law from Below. Development, Social Movements and Third World Resistance. Cambridge/New York 2003, (reprinted 2004), pp. 165-232.

Suggested Readings:

Alex de Waal, ‘Human Rights, Institutional Wrongs’. In: Dennis Dijkzeul/Yves Beigbeder (eds.), Rethinking International Organizations. Pathology & Promise. New York/Oxford 2003, pp. 234-260.

Jack Donnelly, ‘Human Rights and International Organizations: States, Sovereignty, and the International Community’. In: Friedrich Kratochwil/Edward D. Mansfield (eds.), International Organization. A Reader. New York 1994, pp. 202-219.

Philip Alston, ‚A third generation of solidarity rights: Progressive development or obfuscation of international human rights law?’, Netherlands International Law Review, Vol. XXIX (1982), pp. 307-322.

Documents:

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948): http://www.unhchr.ch/udhr/lang/eng.pdf, 6 February 2009.


Declaration on the Right to Development (1986): http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/74.htm, 6 February 2009.

6) Development

Development is an equally difficult, but very influential topic: “Development hits its stride” offers an overview, while Anghie and Rajagopal provide critical findings from a postcolonial view. Is development as a discourse merely the modified prolongation of colonial rule?
Readings:

Anthony Anghie, ‚Colonialism and the Birth of International Institutions: Sovereignty, Economy, and the Mandate System of the League of Nations’. New York University Journal of International Law and Politics, 34 (3), December 2002, 513–633. [online: http://www1.law.nyu.edu/journals/jilp/issues/34/pdf/34_3_k.pdf]

‘Development hits its Stride’. In: Louis Emmerij/Richard Jolly/Thomas G. Weiss, Ahead of the Curve? UN Ideas and Global Challenges. United Nations Intellectual History Project, Bloomington 2001, pp. 43-59.

Balakrishnan Rajagopal, International Law from Below. Development, Social Movements and Third World Resistance. Cambridge/New York 2003, (reprinted 2004), pp. 24-36.

Suggested Readings:

‘World Monetary Problems and the Challenge of Commodities’, in: John Toye/ Richard Toye, The UN and Global Political Economy. Trade, Finance, and Development, Bloomington 2004 (UNIHP), pp. 230-253.

‘The Birth of UNCTAD’. In: John Toye/Richard Toye, The UN and Global Political Economy. Trade Finance, and Development. United Nations Intellectual History Project. Bloomington/Indianapolis 2004, pp. 184-205.

Arturo Escobar, Encountering Development: The Making and Unmaking of the Third World. (Princeton Studies in Culture/Power/History), Princeton 1995.

Richard Jolly/ Louis Emmerij/ Dharam Ghai/ Frédéric Lapeyre, UN Contributions to Development Thinking and Practice, Bloomington 2004 (UNIHP).

Mohammed Bedjaoui, Towards a new international economic order. UNESCO, New York/London 1979.

7) The Bretton Woods Institutions as Global Norm-Setters

In our seventh session we will draw conclusions from the previous topics and discuss the norm-setting capacity of the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund. Who are the people working for these institutions? How are their policies connected to issues such as human rights or development? Are the Bretton Woods institutions a sort of western alternative to the UN in which newly independent countries gained a majority?
Readings:

Michael Barnett/Martha Finnemore, Rules for the World. International Organizations in Global Politics. Ithaca (NY) 2004, pp. 45-72.

David Williams, ‘Constructing the Economic Space: The World Bank and the Making of Homo Oeconomicus’. Millennium, Journal of International Studies, 1999, Vol. 28, No. 1, pp. 97/98.

Suggested Reading:

Jacques Fomerand, ‘The Politics of Norm Setting at the United Nations. The Case of Sustainable Human Development’. In: Dennis Dijkzeul/Yves Beigbeder (eds.), Rethinking International Organizations. Pathology & Promise. New York/Oxford 2003, pp. 77-106.

Michael Ward, Quantifying the World. UN Ideas and Statistics. United Nations Intellectual History Project, Bloomington (IN) 2004.

8) “World Health”

World Health is also connected to previous topics. The text by Brown/Cueto/Fee provides an overview and Sung Lee’s article is critical about the WHO’s impact. What are the different notions of health? Are world health programmes mostly dominated by western medicine? Has this been challenged?
Readings:

Sung Lee, ‘WHO and the developing world: the contest for ideology’. In: Andrew Cunningham/ Bridie Andrews (eds.), Western Medicine as contested knowledge. Manchester 1997, pp. 24-45.

Theodore M. Brown/ Marcos Cueto/ Elizabeth Fee, ‘The World Health Organization and the Transition from ‘International’ to ‘Global’ Public Health, American Journal of Public Health, January 2006, Vol. 96, No. 1, pp. 62-72. [online: http://www.ajph.org/cgi/reprint/96/1/62]
Suggested Readings:

Javed Siddiqi, World Health and World Politics. The World Health Organization and the UN System. London 1995.

Yves Beigbeder, L’Organisation Mondiale de la Santé. From the series: Qué sais-je? Paris 1997.

Yves Beigbeder, L’Organisation mondiale de la Santé. Avec la collaboration de Mahyar Nashat, Marie-Antoinette Orsini et Jean-François Tiercy, Paris 1995.
Charles Olke Pannenborg, A New International Health Order. An Inquiry into the International Relations of World Health and Medical Care. Diss., Groningen 1978.
Document:

WHO/UNICEF, Declaration of Alma-Ata. International Conference on Primary Health Care, Alma-Ata, USSR, 6-12 September 1978, http://www.who.int/hpr/NPH/docs/declaration_almaata.pdf, 9 August 2008.
9) Environment

Environment is a relatively new topic. We will try to reconstruct the emergence of the issue on the agenda of IOs and discuss how the demand for a better protection of the environment or “sustainable development” is linked with other issues.

Reading:

Nico Schrijver, ‘Natural Resource Management and Sustainable Development’, In: Thomas G. Weiss/Sam Daws, (Hrsg.), The Oxford Handbook on the United Nations. United Nations Association of the UK/United Nations Intellectual History Project, Ralph Bunche Institute for International Studies, The CUNY Graduate Center. Oxford University Press, Oxford/New York 2007. pp. 592-610.


Lars-Goran Engfeldt, ‘The United Nations and the Human Environment – Some Ecperiences’. International Organization, Vol. 27, No. 3 (Summer 1973), pp. 393-412.

Suggested reading:

Joachim Radkau, Nature and Power: A Global History of the Environment (Publications of the German Historical Institute), Cambridge 2008.

David John Frank/Ann Hironaka/John W. Meyer/Evan Schofer/Nancy Brandon Tuma, ‘The Rationalization and Organization of Nature in World Culture’. In: John Boli/George M. Thomas (eds.), Constructing World Culture. International Nongovernmental Organizations since 1875. Stanford 1999, pp. 81-99.

Michael G. Schechter, United Nations Global Conferences. From the series Global Institutions, edited by Thomas G. Weiss, New York 2005.

10) Global Governance

Related to the topics development, human rights or environment, global governance has also became a catchword in the terminology of IOs. But is there a clear definition of the concept? Could global governance also be regarded as the attempt to merge these conflictive issues into a concept that appears to be essentially good for everyone while trying to reinstate a sort of dominance of western values?
Reading:

‘Governance, Good Governance, and Global Governance’. In: Louis Emmerij/Richard Jolly/Thomas G. Weiss, Ahead of the Curve? UN Ideas and Global Challenges. United Nations Intellectual History Project, Bloomington 2001, pp. 183-205.

W. Andy Knight, ‘Democracy and Good Governance’, In: Thomas G. Weiss/Sam Daws, (Hrsg.), The Oxford Handbook on the United Nations. United Nations Association of the UK/United Nations Intellectual History Project, Ralph Bunche Institute for International Studies, The CUNY Graduate Center. Oxford University Press, Oxford/New York 2007. pp. 620-633.

Suggested Reading:

Balakrishnan Rajagopal, International Law from Below. Development, Social Movements and Third World Resistance. Cambridge/New York 2003, (reprinted 2004), pp. 135-161.

Document:

Global Compact (2000), http://www.unglobalcompact.org/docs/about_the_gc/gc_brochure_final.pdf, 9 August 2008.

11) Concluding session: Findings, final discussion, research prospects, evaluation

